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DESCRIPTION

Elaphe hohenackeri is not a striking snake, it is re-
latively small ond slender. It is graceful however,
with a small, elongated snout and a round head,
which is not distinctly set off from the neck. On the

anterior part of the body, the scales are smooth, on
the posterior part, the scales are slightly keeled.

The average length is between 70 and 80 cm. The

females are longer and are also somewhat stockier

in comparison to the males.

The overall color is a silvery—grey dorsally, often
with a symmetrical black and brown spotted
pattern, separated by a, slightly lighter, reddish-

brown dorsal line.

Sometimes these markings form soddles, in an in-

distinct Zigzag pattern.

In some animals the spots are fused together into a
striped pattern.

On the lateral side there are often black spots. The

ventral side is greyish-black, with lighter spots, or
sometimes even a tile pattern.

The animals have dark brown-grey or black eyes of

average size. Behind each eye, there is a dark stri-

pe, which runs up to the corner ofthe mouth. There

is also a dark stripe, which runs from the eye to the

upper lip.
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The head is dark grey spotted and shows a clear for-

ked pattern, which opens towards the neck. The

throat is creamy white, with a black chin.

There is hardly any difference in pattern between

. the sexes, the females are somewhat browner, whe-

reas the males are darker in color, and their

pattern is more distinct.

DISTRIBUTION

The animals occur in a very vast region, over Trans-
(aucasia into Asia Minor. They are often very wide-
ly distributed, with a relative low density. This

snake is known to occur in: - Armenia, Azerbedzian,

Georgia, Iran, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria and some
Southern Russian republics. It is clear that the sna-
ke’s nature isn’t very helpful, when trying to come

up with adequate and definite distribution maps,
there are huge area's in which the snake doesn’t

seem to occur, or where they haven’t been seen yet,
due to their reclusive habits.

SUBSPECIES?

Often there are (even in recent literature) two sub-
species described. 0n one hand the nominate spe-
cies, Elaphe hohenackerihohenackeriin the north-

easten part of the distribution range (Caucasus,
Northern Turkey). On the other hand Elaphe hohe-
nackeri taurica, ranging from the Turkish, Taurus

mountains, down southeastwards into Turkey, up to

some local sightings in Syria and Lebanon.

The difference between these two subspecies lies so-
lely in the arrangement of the patterns and colour,
in which the animals of the ”taurica type" have
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more reddish-brown spots, so in a way they resem—
ble Elaphe situ/a. In his detailed monograph con—

cerning this species, Bischoff, recognizes Elaphe ho-
henackeri as a monotypical species because the
”taurica pattern" also occurs within populations of
the nominate species.

With this, Bischoffagreeswith Werner, who first de-
scribed Coluber taurica but synonimized it, himself,
with Elaphe hohenackeri a few years after his

description. Werner did so because he himself had
studied animals with different patterns within one
population. Also Nilson & Andren, as well as Schatti
& Baron recognize Elaphe hohenackerias a monoti-
pical species.

However in his recent extensive publication Schulz
does not agree and clearly recognizes two subspe-
cies, after studying thirty five individuals. Without

wanting to diminish the value of this publication, it

was unfortunate not to quote Werner’s insights ex-
plicitly on this matter.

The distribution of this species is probobly much lar-

ger and not as diffuse as assumed until now, we
have to use the presumably insufficient knowledge
of this species to preserve both ”subspecies”.

The only thing one can assume is that within this

species there is a morphological variation in the

spotted pattern, running from west to east and
deviations within some populations. These morpho-
logical variations are so slight, one probably cannot
establish the existence of subspecies upon it.

HABİTAT

The habitat of Elaphe hohenackericonsists mainly of
relatively dry hillsides and mountain ranges within
its distribution.

The snakes live on rocky steppe areas, dotted with

herb-vegetation, small bushes, stone walls and

rocky outcrops. The animals have also been
observed in sparsely wooded areas, along roads-

ides, in dry riverbeds, vineyords and even in a
vegetable patch.

Elaphe hohenackeri prefers montane regions with
altitudes between 900 and 2500 meter, although
snakes have been reported at lesser altitudes
(180 meter).

Elaphe hohenackeri has a very reclusive lifestyle
and usually hides between rocks, under flat stones,
in rodent burrows or between vegetation. Due to its
lifestyle Elaphe hohenackeri is scarcely observed
and we cannot make any definite dispersion and

population-density maps.

Depending on the altitude of its habitat, hibernatian

ranging from five up to seven months is not uncom-
mon. In captivity the animals also retcıin their reclu-

sive lifestyle.

The animals can nearly always be found hiding
under their ”own" stone, only very occasionally

can the animals be seen feeding or during misting.
0nly once I’ve seen a pregnant female basking
early in the morning. If you are not on the look-

out for the snakes you might not see them for
weeks!

Elaphe hohenackeri is a very docile animal, alt—

hough it does show signs of stress when
disturbed or irritated. Only occasionally do they
show a defensive reaction, sometimes they will

bite or vibrate their tail. Mostly they try to flee
when disturbed. Considering the timid character
of the snake, one tends to leave it alone as much

as possible.
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On the 29th of May the female laid 5 eggs, in a box
filled with moist spaghnum. 4 eggs looked well, one
was clearly of lesser quality, it turned out to be
unfertilized and was disposed off. The other four

eggs were incubated, with the classic au-bain-marie
method, with boiled out spaghnum as a substrate,
this is necessary to lower the pH. The eggs are large
and cylindrical in shape, measuring approximately
50 mm. The temperature measured between the

eggs was 27,5 degrees day and night. On the 25th
of July 4 healthy neonotes hatched within one hour,
2 males and 2 females. The day after the eggs were
laid, the female ate some mice and two weeks later
she shed her skin again.

The incubation time was 57 days, a little more than
the average of 52 days mentioned in the literature,

a bit more like the average Elaphe species. The neo-
nates were quite large and powerful.

The neonoteswere housed in separate containers.
Some days after hatching they all shed without

any problems. The neonotes refused to eat, which
didn't quite upset me due to the fact that they are
large and bulky animals. In September I gave a
pair to a be-friended Swedish hobbyist. Neither
this pair, nor the ones I kept myself ate until they
were hibernated.

At the end of September both the neonotes were pre-
pared for hibernation, which lasted until February
1999, one week after hibernation the animals started

feeding and ate 2 mice every week from then on.
The refusal to eat seems normal, considering the fact
that the adults also stop feeding in July, to continue
feeding again after hibernating. During hibernation
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the animals showed no signs of weakness, or loss of

body weight. This shows that sometimes animals are
force-fed unnecessarily.

CONTINUED

Early May 1999 the female showed signs of gesta-
tion. On the 15th of July 5 healthy neonateswere
born after an incubation of 54 days. The breeding
and incubation process was exactly the same as in

1998, only this time vermiculite was used as an in-
cubation substrate.

The snakes born in 1998 are still doing well but we
cannot assume Elaphe hohenackeri in an ”easy"
snake to keep, on the controry, it is very easily
stressed and needs enough room light and air and it

needs be disturbed as little as possible. An animal
for the more experienced keeper so to say. Elaphe
hohenackeri can be kept and bred if everything
mentioned above is accounted for but one has to be
in possession of healthy animals.

lf one has to rely on wild caught animals, Elaphe ho-
henackeri can pose a lot of problems. So never pur-
chase a wild caught animal. Another reason being
that some populations are nearly extinct and strict

protection is necessary for the survival of this species.

As a result Elaphe hohenackeriwill remain relative-
ly unknown. Maybe for the survival of the species
and the well being of individual animals it might be
better this way

Translation: Peter Schilperaord
Corrections: Mark Wootten
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